j$                THE   INVINCIBLE   ADAM

Kalarba said: " It is well."

" Praised be the Great Ape " Tokoma chanted.

"Praised be the Incomparable Growler/' the people
responded.

" Now let us go to the Chamber of the Great Eye, my son,
that you may see Tokoma."

I followed the High Priest, dazed as in a dream. We
entered a room whose walls were transparent as thin shells
placed against the sunlight.

The High Priest tapped the wall, and made a sign to me
to remain in one of the corners. From all sides the shadows
of people fell upon the floor. Around the Rock of the Sacred
Cobra the tribesmen danced and beat the tom-toms. Tokoma,
surrounded by the priests, his arms crossed upon his great
belly, watched.

" Kotikokura, my son, you have witnessed your apotheosis.
Henceforth the people will know the Great Ape in your
image. You have given birth once more to the God of the
World."

A great pride stirred every part of me. I stiffened like a
tree.

"After your visit to the hut of the virgins there was a
great dispute in the village. Some claimed it was not the
Great Ape who removed the shells of virtue, the virgins
swore they had felt his thousand tails. Tokoma knew it was
you. He asked me to deliver you into his hands, and the
virgins to the Great Ape. I convinced him that the visit of
the Great Ape in person would mean fresh obedience to the
law, which is the salvation of a people. He agreed with me.
You heard him publicly announce that the Great Ape re-
plenished the virgins. Their male progeny will be set apart
for priests and chiefs."

" 1 hate Tokoma," I exclaimed.

ef He is a good and true priest, my son. I have never had
a better one. He is always right, according to the letter